
Writing Unit Overviews  
 

K Unit 1: This first unit is designed to help your students work with independence, confidence, and stamina. Routines and procedures will be 

taught. The importance of drawing for planning should be stressed in this unit. The children will write in both information books as well as true 

stories. In teaching writers to stretch out a story, they will draw the start on one page, then the next part on the next page, and whatever 

happened next on the third page. These drawings will help children stretch out and elaborate their stories. If need be, provide more support in 

small groups. This unit is critical in establishing clear structures that children will carry with them throughout the year; the children will learn what 

it means to be a part of a writing workshop. Many kindergarten teachers will wait to establish the workshop until students are prepared for school. 

Don’t wait! Dive in and use this writing workshop structure to teach students about the joys of writing and school at the same time. 

 

K Unit 2: In this unit, you will be teaching children strategies for making clearer, richer stories and help them strengthen the conventions and 

mechanics of their writing. Until now, you’ve wanted your children to feel so good as writers that you have hidden your struggles to translate their 

letters into meaning. It’s crucial, however, that as soon as children have the ability to begin to write in ways a reader could conceivably read, you 

let them in on the truth. Right away, you will challenge your writers to not only tell the true stories of their lives, but to do so through writing that is 

easy for others to read. 

 

K Unit 3: This unit is designed to teach your students how to teach something to an audience by drawing and writing a sequence of steps. They will 

learn that one purpose of writing is to teach others. Writers can teach all about a topic, in which case the writing is informational, or they can teach 

people how to do something, in which case the writing is procedural. This unit focuses on the latter. In writing these books, they describe a 

sequence of steps they hope the learner will take. This kind of procedural writing requires explicitness, clarity, sequence and that writers anticipate 

what their readers will need to know.  

 

1 Unit 1: This first unit is designed to help your students work with independence, confidence, and stamina. Routines and procedures will be taught 

and reviewed. Students will be writing small moments: stories from their lives with small, clear focus, tremendous detail and elaboration. While 

continuing to write small moment stories from their own lives, students will be encouraged to use writing partnerships to help students make 

comments, ask questions, and provide suggestions to and from peers in order to lift the level of the writing. These partnerships set the expectation 

that we write so that our partners and others can read and understand our work. 

 

1 Unit 2: This unit aims to teach students that they are experts and can share their expertise with others by crafting “how-to” books. The focus then 

is on teaching others what we know. It is a type of procedural writing, which requires clarity, sequence, and explicitness. In order to help students 

grasp what it means to write “how-to” books, you may want them to complete demonstrations in class to help them with each step.  

  

1 Unit 3: This unit begins by teaching students that writing can give them a way to make and defend decisions and opinions. Children will learn to 

write their judgments, their reasons for those judgments and to organize their reasons, supplying supporting details. This unit will encourage 

writers to develop opinions with multiple reasons, provide detailed descriptions, as well as strong openings and closings. It will also encourage 

students toward using and revising more complex sentences, using linking words. They will summarize, evaluate, judge and defend their 

judgments. 

 

2 Unit 2: Students will write books on self-selected topics about which they have some knowledge. They will also do a bit of research on these 

topics, incorporating new knowledge into what they already know. Writing volume is an important goal in this unit and, for starters, this means 

children will write many information books. A second goal is that children begin to explore and learn about different ways of structuring nonfiction 

texts. As they move from one book to the next, you will want to encourage them to experiment with a variety of text structures, thinking about 

which one best conveys information about a given topic.  

 

2 Unit 3: Students will learn to write about beloved books in ways that persuade others to love them as much as they do. You’ll help your second-

graders form opinions about the books they read, thinking deeply about characters within and across series. You’ll help your children learn to state 

clear opinions and to support these ideas with evidence. They will learn to state opinions clearly, retell their stories so that their opinions make 

sense to readers, and revise their work before sending them out into the world. Students will lift the level of this writing as they learn to 

incorporate quotations to supply further text evidence, make comparisons between books and across collections of books, as well as add 

introductions and conclusions, all in the service of teaching and persuading others.  

 

3 Unit 1: Writers will be assisted in beginning their Writer's Notebook, collecting entries, and selecting and developing seed ideas. The real goal of 

this unit is not only to improve the quality of narrative writing but also to improve the quality of writing and writers. Students will practice how to 

progress with independence through the writing process while working on personal narratives. A personal narrative is essentially one complete 

small moment from one’s life. At some point in this unit, you will want to have students complete an on-demand personal narrative that can be 

used as a baseline of skills and benchmark of growth throughout the school year. 

 

3 Unit 2: This unit challenges students to work toward creating lively, voice-filled, engaging informational books about topics of expertise. One rule 

of thumb is that writers can only make readers engaged in a topic if the writer themselves is engaged in the topic. So, to that end, it is assumed that 

students will be writing about self-chosen topics with great personal interest. This is the unit to find out what passions, interests, and hobbies your 



student have. This unit asks students to demonstrate that they can introduce a topic clearly, separate it into subtopics, and organize their writing in 

separate pages so that appropriate information is grouped together inside of these subtopics. Students can differentiate their work by utilizing 

different text structures, authority, and voice.  

 

3 Unit 3: Students will work on crafting claims, collecting specific evidence to support and elaborate on these claims, shape them academically in 

the form of persuasive reviews. The Common Core calls for students to be able to not only state an opinion and give reasons to support it, but also 

to create an organization structure for those reasons, using linking words and phrases to help readers access that structure. Third-graders are more 

than ready to give their opinion about books they read, foods they eat, movies they watch, and video games they play. This unit capitalizes on that 

knowledge and passion in writing reviews, speeches, and letters promoting student ideas and opinions.  

 

4 Unit 1: It will be important to establish routines and expectations in addition to getting your students to write a tremendous amount. In this unit, 

Realistic Fiction begin by asking students to do some on-demand writing that allows you to assess what they can do. Fourth-grade writers need to 

elaborate more using detail and description. As part of the revision process, writers need to reread to check for elaboration, returning to important 

sections to stretch those out by telling them in a more bit-by-bit way. In addition, writers of narrative, opinion and information texts need to learn 

to write for an external audience that does not necessarily have all the prior knowledge needed in order to fully understand a text. It is important 

to note that it will be essential to give students crystal clear goals, opportunities for engaged work, and feedback including compliment and 

creating an understanding of their progress.  

 

4 Unit 2: Informational writing often has topics and sub-topics that include headings and subheadings with accompanying sections for information, 

including glossaries and text boxes, sidebars, diagrams, charts, graphs, and other visuals. It will be important for students to remember that the 

writer aims to teach readers about a topic and, that as authors of informational texts, they must help readers become informed on a topic that 

feels very important to the writer. Students will start by writing about very broad, generic topics to creating a focused text that zooms in on more 

specific topics. In addition, writers will then learn that they can focus not just on a smaller topic but on a particular angle (or aspect) of that subject. 

This typically cumulates in a four- to five-page book complete with a table of contents divided into chapters categorizing information. That 

information then will be grouped into categories, sub categories, and comparisons. This will allow students to substantiate claims with information 

and to elaborate and analyze that information.  

 

4 Unit 3: The unit is designed so that students become writers who provide support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into 

logically grouped categories. Writers will be choosing topics that they know well and can write well about in order to ensure the unit is about 

powerful expository writing, not just research collecting. Writers first will choose an idea, learn how to write it as a thesis, and build the structure 

and support for an essay. In addition, writers should also be able to draw on detailed specifics to support their claims. It will be important to teach 

students that some people divide the world of texts into two categories: narrative and expository writing. This ensures that students understand 

the ways narrative and expository (essay, opinion, persuasive) writing are different from each other. The main goal for this unit is ensuring that 

personal essays are structured in a main-claim/supportive examples or reasons fashion. This unit starts with students writing flash essays, in 

conjunction with on demand performance assessments. Once students have a strong foundation in personal essay, the unit will shift into 

persuasive essays, probably written about the same topic as the personal essay.  

 

5 Unit 1: Students love writing fiction, and it is important to harness that zeal to lead your instruction of storytelling rather than summarizing, 

showing versus telling, the problem-solution structure, crafting leads, etc. One major goal of this unit is to write with greater volume throughout 

the writing process. As a result, it is important for you to encourage students to spend more time planning and using mentor texts to help them in 

their writing goals. Another goal is to teach students where realistic fiction stories come from: everyday experiences.  

 

5 Unit 2: Informational writing is designed to “examine a topic and convey information and ideas clearly.” Its overall purpose is to teach important 

information. These texts are generally marked by a thesis or opinion and evidence that is parceled into paragraphs. Informational writing is often 

marked by topics and sub-topics that are signaled with headings and subheadings, and with accompanying portals for information, including 

glossaries and text boxes or sidebars, and diagrams, charts, graphs, and other visuals. An informational writer’s purpose is to help readers become 

informed on a topic that feels very important to the reader. It is the kind of writing that kids will encounter in much of their nonfiction reading. 

Students learn that writing with focus is as important in information writing as it is in narrative writing. 

 

5 Unit 3: A focus for this unit is that in this ever-changing world of immediate communication, readers and writers need to be more than passive 

receptacles and echoers of the line of the day. Writers still need to develop an original thought, frame it, lead it to revising and editing, which are 

the classic skills required to produce a research essay. In this unit, you’ll teach children the writing skills of a researcher and an essayist. Students 

will form informed opinions from within their reading and research on a topic and craft these opinions into an argument essay. Students will stake 

a claim, provide logically ordered reasons in its defense, and also dismember possible counterclaims.  
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